Dear member of the Environmental Committee of the European Parliament,

I know that you have begun the second reading to re-examine the proposal put forward by the Council of Ministers of the EU concerning the guidelines on the subject of waste which once again provides for (after the European Parliament had rejected it following the first reading) a reclassification of the incineration of waste at a high rate of energy recovery. Based on this change, this sort of treatment would no longer be considered a form of disposal, nut rather a type of recovery, thereby raising it to a level not very dissimilar to recycling.

Since the examination of the proposal and of the relative amendments within the Committee of which you are a member will be concluded in the next few days, I would like to invite you to keep in mind the following points:

As far as classification is concerned, incineration can only be considered to be, in every respect,
as a form of disposal, especially if we keep in mind the fact that more than 70% of the weight of the material which makes up waste is dispersed in the environment which therefore becomes, de facto, a waste dump. Most of the material which ends up in the atmosphere due to these plants is harmful for the environment, with the sole exception, perhaps, of water vapour which risks being contaminated by the pollutants it is mixed with when it condenses. Many of the substances which are thus released are highly toxic for our health due both to their intrinsic toxicity(1)and to the type of physical aggregation in which they appear (fine particles).(2)
Please also keep in mind that as far as the materials which make up waste are concerned, those that are capable of producing the greatest heat value (the only ones which allow a sufficiently efficient recovery of energy) are usually the most easily recyclable ones. The energy saved by avoiding the production ex novo of these materials (using new raw materials) is always much greater than that which can be recovered by burning them.(3) If we look carefully at the facts, therefore, incineration is much more a form of wastefulness than a type of recovery. The Confederation of Waste Incineration itself has admitted in a recent study that the re-use and the recycling of materials has a decidedly lower impact on the environment and on our health as compared to incineration.(4)
In any case, new forms of technology have also been invented for non-recyclable material which offer an alternative to combustion and make it possible to recover material to be used in production without the negative impact on the environment and on our health which incineration inevitably entails. As an example, I would like to mention a form of technology developed in Italy with the co-

operation of the University of Padua and which has been applied in a recycling center in the province of Treviso Thanks to this technology, non-recyclable dry waste is transformed into a synthetic type of sand which can be used as an inert component in the manufacturing of products 
made out of concrete. Tests carried out in the laboratories of the University of Padua have shown that the use of this synthetic sand instead of traditional inert products also confers mechanical characteristics which are superior compared to traditionally manufactured goods.
The fact that there are alternatives to incineration which are feasible and have no negative  impact on our health and are advantageous for the environment and which represent a type of recovery in the true sense of the word should, on the basis of the principle of precaution, lead us to discourage the use of incineration which cannot by any means be considered harmless to human health. On the contrary, the evidence of probable damage to the health of people exposed to the fallout of the pollutants released by these plants is becoming more and more evident.

I therefore invite you to keep in mind above all the concerns which are arising more and more 

in the medical community considering the consequences that the emissions of  incinerators can have on the health of people exposed to them.
Purely as an example, I would like to mention the Federation of  Medical Associations of the Emilia

Romagna region which, after alarming epidemiologic data was published relating to a study carried out on people exposed to the emissions of two incinerators in the town of Forlì(6) requested that the administrators of this region not grant concessions for the building of new sites. In France, the National Council of the French Medical Associations, together with numerous other medical organisations representing more than two million members, has asked for a moratorium on the construction of new incinerators.(7) More and more frequently, these concerns of a medical nature are being raised and refer not only to obsolete or old-fashioned plants, but also to new generation 
sites which apply the best available technology. The World Health Organisation, at the conclusion of a European seminar held in Rome in March 2007, the results of which have recently been published, referring to latest generation plants affirms that:

· ….their overall impact on the general environment and on human health through indirect 

          mechanisms of action, has not been evaluated yet.”

· In particular waste incineration, currently on the increase in many countries, may be a non-

     negligible contributor of greenhouse gases and persistent pollutants on a global scale. (8)

Considering the amply reported evidence of the harmful effects of old plants and of the lack of information about the true impact on human health of the new ones and since we know in any case that even the latter contribute in no small measure to the emission of greenhouse gases and of persistent pollutants which inevitably have a negative effect on human health, it seems appropriate that those who make decisions on this matter should base them on the principle of precaution. We should therefore discourage the use of incineration and rather direct policy concerning waste management towards options which make it possible to re-use and recuperate material as completely as possible.

I see that in the amendment to point 14 of art.3 there is a request to consider “recovery” as a

process of waste treatment that corresponds to the following criteria: (omissis)…..

6) concedes high priority to the protection of human health and the environment and minimizes the formation, release and dispersal of dangerous substances during the procedure.
    . 
I therefore request: that the criterion of the protection of human health receive absolute priority 
in orienting the choices of the Committee and of the entire European Parliament and that for this reason the incineration of waste remain a residual form of disposal to be applied less and less.

Trusting in your sensitivity and in your sense of responsibility, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Giovanni Malatesta

Pistoia, Italy

Degree in Physics

Former high school teacher of Physics and Mathematics
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